April 23, 2008

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I would like to inquire how much time
is remaining on each side, each com-
mittee.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman
from New York has 11 minutes remain-
ing. The gentleman from Ohio has 12
minutes remaining. The gentleman
from Oregon has 5 minutes remaining.
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Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I would like to yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ALTMIRE), who is the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Investigations and
Oversight.

Mr. ALTMIRE. I thank the chair-
woman for yielding.

Madam Chairman, I rise today in
support of the Small Business Innova-
tion Research Program Reauthoriza-
tion Act.

Since its inception in 1983, SBIR has
been key to American competitiveness,
providing quality research for the U.S.
Government and spurring technology
innovation. SBIR has been a catalyst
for some of today’s most successful en-
terprises. For over 25 years, SBIR has
allowed innovative small businesses to
partner with the government for the
development of today’s most cutting-
edge goods and services. SBIR is a pro-
gram designed to stimulate American
competitiveness.

This legislation we consider today
will ensure that SBIR will keep pace
with the technological changes and ad-
vancements in today’s ever-changing,
high-tech world to keep our Nation’s
small businesses competitive in the
global economy.

The region I represent in western
Pennsylvania has produced a number of
SBIR success stories, ranging from new
medical therapies to advanced com-
puter technology. The area is an
emerging medical- and technology-
based community that is home to some
of the top research and development in
the entire country.

Reauthorization of SBIR will allow
us to continue to foster research and
innovation that will translate into a
wealth of new employment opportuni-
ties and economic growth for western
Pennsylvania and the entire country.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. WU. Madam Chairman, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I would like to yield to the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) for 2
minutes.

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. I would like to
thank the Chair of this wonderful com-
mittee for yielding time to me today.

Madam Chairman, I used to serve on
the Small Business Committee and am
pleased every chance I have to take the
opportunity to come back and salute
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all the members of the committee, my
colleague from Ohio as well, for the
work that they do.

I come to the floor today in support
of H.R. 5819 to amend the Small Busi-
ness Innovation Research program and
the Small Business Technology Trans-
fer program because this will bring an
opportunity for small businesses in my
congressional district to have an op-
portunity to work on some of the inno-
vative technology that they have been
planning over the years.

Within my congressional district, I
have more than five medical institu-
tions, and the work that these medical
institutions have been able to do with
small businesses that have been
spawned from much of the research is
very, very exciting. And we think that
the area of Cleveland and northeast
Ohio will be a place where we will have
an opportunity to put to work some of
the opportunities that are presented in
this particular legislation.

I'm particularly pleased that the leg-
islation includes an annual $10 million
competitive grant program that will
support and assist women-, veteran-,
and minority-owned businesses. In to-
day’s fast-paced economy, minority
businesses are steadily expanding their
presence and are increasingly a driving
force in the economy. But, more impor-
tantly, we all know the importance of
small business. Unlike my father and
my mother and many of our fathers
and mothers who worked for companies
for 40 years, it does not happen any-
more that you’re working for that
same company. And we need oppor-
tunity to expand business so that
young people coming out of high school
and college have a place to work.

I’'m so pleased to join my colleagues
in supporting the expansion of these
programs.

| rise today in support of H.R. 5819, a bill
that will reauthorize the Small Business Inno-
vation Research (SBIR) and Small Business
Technology Transfer (STTR) programs
through 2010.

| support these programs because they pro-
vide a much needed boost in business innova-
tion and job creation throughout the country.
These programs address the needs of our cur-
rent struggling economy by providing funds to
small businesses that work with universities or
perform cutting-edge research related to the
missions of our different federal agencies.

According to the House Science and Tech-
nology Committee, these two programs pro-
vide the most federal support—about $2.3 bil-
lion annually—for private-sector technology in-
novation by small businesses. In these tough
economic times, small business innovation be-
comes an increasingly vital asset to our econ-
omy. In my home state of Ohio, the SBIR pro-
gram has made a significant contribution to
the economy by providing $83 million in
awards to small businesses in 2005 and 2006.

As a representative of a congressional dis-
trict that is home to more than five major med-
ical institutions, | am keenly aware of the role
the SBIR program has played in fostering
medical breakthroughs. | am very interested in
promoting the ability of our researchers to ex-
plore and pursue cutting-edge medical ad-
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vancements and believe that the SBIR pro-
gram is critical to ensuring that promising
medical innovations can move forward.

| am particularly pleased that this legislation
includes an annual $10 million competitive
grant program that will provide support and
assistance for women, veterans, and minority-
owned businesses. In today’s fast paced
economy, minority businesses are steadily ex-
panding their presence and are increasingly a
driving force in the economy.

Today, minorities own over four million
firms, generating nearly $700 billion in yearly
revenue and employing over 7 million workers.
People of color across the country have em-
braced business ownership and this legislation
will allow more of these firms to participate in
Federal research and development activities.

| urge my colleagues to support the pas-
sage of H.R. 5819.

The CHAIRMAN. Are the Members
now prepared to close?

Mr. EHLERS. I am prepared to close,
Madam Chairman.

Mr. CHABOT. Madam Chairman, we
have been told we have Don Young,
who is on his way here; so we’re not
prepared to close. But if time runs out,
then it runs out.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Madam Chairman,
I have no further requests for time.

Mr. WU. Madam Chairman, we have
one further speaker, who, we are told,
is on her way.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman
from Michigan is recognized to close.

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Chairman, the
substance of the bill is good. I support
the general intent of it.

I am very concerned about several as-
pects. One of those is the size of the in-
crease of the allocation, which is going
to hurt our Nation’s research effort in
its totality. Secondly, the issues raised
by Dr. GINGREY which involve giving
perhaps too much control and power to
the venture capitalists. And, third, the
issues relating to the other issues that
Dr. GINGREY brought forth regarding
category I and category II funding, and
the interplay between the two.

If we can solve these problems I
would hope to support the bill.

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s
time has expired.

Mr. WU. Madam Chairman, I am
ready to close.

The CHAIRMAN. The
from Oregon is recognized.

Mr. WU. This is a finely crafted bill,
which a lot of Members have worked on
for quite some time. I want to espe-
cially thank those staffers who nor-
mally do not get recognition: Dennis
Worden of my personal staff, Barb
Jones, a detailee from the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology;
Mike Quear from the Science Com-
mittee staff; and also Piper Largent of
the Republican side on the committee
staff.

I think that I would just close by
saying that this is a good bill. It is a
compromise bill. No one is getting ev-
erything that they want. But I think
that on balance this is a bill which is
good for innovation in America.

Madam Chairman, I yield back the
balance of my time.

gentleman



